
Trump’s Ideas: An Insight Into Our New President
Cameron Silvers

Recently, America has turned against itself again, but not in a civil war. This 
time, an election has sparked fights, racism, and has left a trail of hate across the 
United States. But with the election over and the victor being Donald J. Trump (R), 
we have yet to see what a Trump administration could mean for us Americans. Here 
are some of the proposed policies and ideas that we have coming our way:
• The Second Amendment: According to donaldtrump.com, he proposes an idea 

protecting the Second Amendment and the right to bear arms, promoting an idea 
where most Americans own guns, and also permitting the general population to 
own and use concealed and military grade firearms.

• Immigration: Donald Trump envisions a wall along the southern border. From his 
website, he specifically cites that “Mexico will pay for the wall.”  Furthermore, he 
promotes a mass deportation of undocumented immigrants, unlike Obama’s plan to 
give them a chance at becoming respected American citizens. Also, Trump himself 
and many other newspapers and news broadcasting companies has said that a 
Trump administration will impose a ban on Muslims immigration to the US, that 
could be temporary or permanent.

• Taxes: According to The Washington Post, Trump’s tax plan will ensure tax 
reductions for the working class and poor, but will especially benefit the top 1%. 
The Washington Post also says that a study by the Tax Foundation reveals that one 
earning an average of five million dollars will see a fall in their taxes by up to 
$800,000.

• Jobs: Donald Trump will do his best to keep jobs in the US. This could mean not 
letting major companies, such as Ford, expand their factories to other countries, 
such as Mexico. Also, major American companies will be forced to abandon and 
sell their factories and headquarters in other countries, in an effort to bring these 
jobs back to America.

While not all, these are some ideas that president-elect Trump plans to bring 
into our daily lives in his plan to “Make America Great Again”. But will it make 
America great, or will it make America hate?
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Columbus Day: Good or Bad?
Rosemary Newman 

Recently, there has been much controversy about Christopher Columbus, and whether or not to celebrate the American 
national holiday set aside in his honor. 

When we were younger, we learned “In 1492, Columbus sailed the ocean blue,” and not much else. We learned that 
Columbus was a good, courageous man who risked his life to “discover” and expand the world. We learned that he 
“discovered” what was later to be the United States of America, and that he proved the world was round.

Columbus did not make the journey without payment, nor out of the goodness of his heart, or his love for Spain. The 
agreement with King Ferdinand and Queen Isabella of Spain stated that he would get 10% of the profits made, such as 
precious stones or metal, spices, and he would be Governor, Viceroy, and Admiral of the land he found. He was in fact 
born in Genoa, Italy, not Spain. He tried to get supported by Portugal, England, and France before Spain. The idea that 
he loved Spain, and that is why he conquered for them is not all the way correct. In fact, he was turned down by Spain 
once in 1486, and finally succeeded in 1492.

However, there were already millions of people living on both continents of North and South America, and that is the 
reason “discover” is in quotes. The first people to discover the Americas were the nomadic tribes that lived in Siberia. 
They crossed the then-existing Bering Land Strait and settled into what we now call Alaska. Christopher Columbus 
was not even the first European to “discover” the Western Hemisphere. It was Leif Erickson, 500 years before 
Columbus did. He landed in Canada while trying to sail from Norway to Greenland (he was blown off course). 
Erickson called the place “Vinland”, due to all the grape vines. Furthermore, Christopher Columbus reached the 
present-day Bahamas, Dominican Republic, and Haiti. He did not step foot on the mainland Americas.

Additionally, Columbus did not prove the world was round. Ancient Greeks first proposed this idea in 500 BCE, 
roughly 2,000 years before Columbus set sail. By the time Columbus started his voyage, most educated people in 
Europe knew the earth was round. In 240 B.C.E, Eratosthenes proved the world was round by using science. Although 
his calculations were slightly off, because the earth is not a perfect sphere, he also was very close about the 
circumference of the earth, whereas Columbus vastly underestimated the Atlantic Ocean’s great size. Furthermore, 
Ferdinand Magellan’s crew were the first humans to circumnavigate the globe.
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Columbus Day: Good or Bad? (cont.)
Rosemary Newman

Most importantly, Christopher Columbus was a ruthless killer. When he first arrived in the place he renamed 
Hispaniola, he met the Taiano. They were a kind and friendly group of natives that welcomed Columbus and his men to 
their home. He then made it a goal to get the gold that he saw hanging around their necks, and get it brutally. If a native 
brought him gold, he would let them have a bit time off, and give them a pendant to show their exemption. But this 
only lasted a bit, and they were soon back to working. When a native didn’t bring him more gold, he would cut off one 
of their hands, and make him/her wear it around her/his neck. He also hunted them for sport. 

Instead of Columbus Day…
There should be a day for Indigenous People. The natives all throughout the United States, Canada, Central America, 
and South America have been treated brutally and without respect by many of those high up in government, now and in 
the past. To start to repair the relationship some of those before us have shattered, we should have a national holiday 
that honors those who really discovered the Western Hemisphere. The “Indians”, who are actually Native Americans, 
deserve more respect than a man who sailed to an island half the globe away from where he wanted to be, and hunted 
humans for sport does. 

As well as honoring Native Americans, we should honor Europeans who treated the natives with kindness and respect. 
Bartolome de las Casas was an activist for Native American rights, a Dominican Friar, and a writer in the 16th century. 
He tried to open a colony in Venezuela that was less exploitive. When that didn’t work, he devoted his life to 
promoting human rights for all. He would be a much better explorer to honor.

A Note --
Even though Christopher Columbus was a greedy sailor who was a mass murderer, he still came to the Americas on a 
courageous journey, and made three return trips. It is important to know our history, good and bad, even if one doesn’t 
respect and honor some historical figures. It is also important to respect those who feel differently about this issue, as 
one would any other. 



Tesla’s New and Advanced Car
Thomas Mintzberg



Hurricane Maria: Trump VS. Puerto Rico
Mehr Sahni

Puerto Rico has just only started recovering from one the worst hurricanes to hit the island since 1928, with 34 people 
dead but hundreds and hundreds more injured. Our president had also recently visited the now mostly destroyed island, 
and although he donated and helped Puerto Rico a lot, but he made certain comments that caused emotional outbursts 
throughout the country. 

Maria started out as a light storm on September 16, 2017 , but slowly gaining more and more wind. A couple days 
before landfall, an Air Force hurricane hunter flew into the storm, with the winds at 75 miles per hour. However, by 
the 18th, the winds were as high as 160 miles an hour; that’s a Category 5 hurricane! Over 2,500 people started to 
relocate to schools and buildings that have been made shelters. Our president also tweeted, “Puerto Rico being hit hard 
by new monster hurricane. Be careful, our hearts are with you- will be there to help!”

500 National Guards were stationed on the island, and 820 in the U.S. Virgin Islands. Helicopters and transport planes 
were also there to assist. Finally, the hurricane made landfall just south of Yabucoa Harbor on September 20, 2017, at 
6:15 in the morning. The winds were already 155 miles an hour, just under a Category 5, which is 157 miles an 
hour. They were so high that they would knock over sensors set up by the National Weather Services, so the whole 
hurricane had to be measured by satellites. In some parts of the island, on average, there were 30 inches of rain in one 
day! That’s the amount of rain Houston got during Hurricane Harvey over the course of three days!

Over 55% of the country couldn’t get access to clean drinking water, and 90% of most towns were completely 
destroyed. Providing power to the island would take around six to eight months since 85% of the 1,600 cell towers 
didn’t work, and telephone and internet lines didn’t, either. On top of that, only 15% of the hospitals were open, and 
most of the airports and seaports were closed. The San Juan port, however, reopened on the 23rd, and eleven ships 
came with over 1.6 million gallons of water, 23,00 cots, and dozens and dozens of generators. Also, The Guajataca
Dam, 90 years old, had not been inspected since 2013, over four years, and could break down any second, officials 
warn. The Guajataca Lake is on the other side, and it could flood Puerto Rico. They have been in such a mess, yet 
President Trump reportedly hasn’t shown any affection towards them since his tweet.
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Hurricane Maria: Trump VS. Puerto Rico (cont.)
Mehr Sahni

Many Twitter users have also replied to Trump’s tweets. @ImpeachDonaldTrump writes, “How about worrying about 
the money that your staff is wasting on private jets instead of money used to save peoples lives and help 
rebuild.” Trump hasn’t replied to it yet, either.

As of September 27, 2017, sixteen people have lost their lives in this hurricane, and around 9,000 were still in refugee 
shelters. There were thousands of containers of food and supplies lying in the middle of San Jose but couldn’t be 
shipped to the inside of the island because of the destroyed roads and lack of staff and fuel. 

Finally, Trump visited Puerto Rico. He said that the island has “thrown our budget a little out of whack” (with the 
hurricane costing $91.2 billion), but that’s okay because we’ve saved so many lives. He also compared Maria to 
Hurricane Katrina, and said that every death is a horror, but Puerto Rico should consider themselves lucky since they, 
in total, “only” lost 34 people, while Katrina lost hundred and hundreds. But in their position, no matter how bad 
Katrina was, they can hardly call themselves lucky.

You Can Help, Too!
Puerto Rico needs all the help they can get! Donate money or supplies to these organizations to help restore 
the island back to its beautiful self. Every donation counts!
• All Hands Volunteers
• Heart To Heart International
• Direct Relief
• American Red Cross
• United For Puerto Rico
• Global Giving
• United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF)
• Hispanic Federation



California Forest Fires
Rosemary Newman

In the past few weeks, there have been many devastating forest fires in California that left destruction, ash, and rubble 
in its wake. The fire has burned throughout California, burning more than 191,000 acres. 900 people are missing. In 
addition to this, the vegetation in California has been badly affected by the five years of drought the state has had, 
which has made the plants and trees much easier to burn. State fire Chief Ken Pimlott says “These fires were driven by 
the critically dry fuel bed. We are literally looking at explosive vegetation.” He also warns that “It's going to continue 
to get worse before it gets better.” 

So what’s causing this? This is the question that many of California’s officials are asking themselves. Climate change 
may play a role in the forest fires, as vegetation that is dry and parched is easier to burn and will succumb to the flames 
more easily. Another idea that supports this is that in the past decades, fires have become more fierce and destructive. 
However, Climate Change may not necessarily cause fires directly, but could lead to fires. 

There was no lightning in the area, so that could not have caused it. But a few officials say that they were caused by 
humans, as it has been a very hot and dry summer. 

24 people dead and 285 reported missing. And this is in Calistoga -- a small town of about 5,000 people in Napa 
county -- alone. 

In Santa Rosa, California, 20,000 people were forced to evacuate the town. There, rescue teams went to a senior 
citizen’s mobile home park called Journey’s End, with a dog, shovels, and rakes. There they found bone fragments.
By the morning of Friday, October 13th, 2017, 221,000 acres of land were subjected to these fires, with more than 
150,000 acres in Sonoma, and Napa counties which are above San Francisco. 
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California Forest Fire (cont.)
Rosemary Newman

As devastation spread, President Donald Trump signed a fire management grant and a major disaster declaration. On 
Monday, October 10th, 2017, FEMA, Federal Emergency Management Agency reported that, to the state of California, 
disaster assistance is available to those affected by wildfires from October 8th, and beyond. Governor of California, 
Jerry Brown had requested federal assistance to help fight the deadly wildfires. The decision was declared during an 
emergency meeting in Sacramento for emergency responders by Mike Pence, the Vice President of the United States. 
This destructive fire has come in a time packed with many disasters such as earthquakes and hurricanes. We can only 
hope that California’s forests are not too damaged, and that the plants and vegetation will have a speedy recovery, and 
that the homes and businesses destroyed will be rebuilt soon.



September 11 of 2017: Hurricane Irma
Jake Huynh

Over the course of time, Hurricane Irma has struck Georgia, Florida, South Carolina, North Carolina, and Alabama. 
Irma is a tropical storm, going at 60 miles per hour with winds that can last long. To top it off, it has been one of the 
most intense hurricanes for the past decade.

Here are the statistics for Irma:
Number of people without power as of September 12th, in the early morning:
Alabama: 20,000
Florida: 15 million
North Carolina: Over 62,000
South Carolina: ~151,000
Georgia: Over 1.5 million

Miles Irma travelled: 650, from east to west

U.S. Federal Staffers dropped to provide assistance in recovering and helping: Over 32,000

Percent of houses destroyed in Florida Key (tropical island): ~25%
Houses that had critical or severe damage in Florida Key: ~65%

Square miles affected by intense winds: 70,000 square miles

Highest recorded  wind speed in MPH: 185 MPH

Number of people successfully evacuated in the Bahamas: 5,000 people; largest evacuation in the Bahamas history

Number of people told to evacuate Florida: over 6.3 million

[Image taken by satellite] Hurricane Irma moving and closing in on Florida.
September 11 has been a catastrophic day for many people. Reporters have recorded logs of precisely what happened 
in the areas affected. These logs include property destruction, casualties of the inhabitants, and volunteers working to 
help those affected. 
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September 11 of 2017: Hurricane Irma (cont.)
Jake Huynh

September 11, 8:12pm:
A discovery of a small hut still stands. Could more buildings still stand in the depths of rubble?

September 11, 7.56pm:
Downtown Charleston people are now treading in threatening waters, flooding the entire area.
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September 11 of 2017: Hurricane Irma (cont.)
Jake Huynh

September 11, 6:34pm:
Military helicopters arrive in the Key West area to help the people around. They are now taking an understanding of 
the severe damage caused by the hurricane and are assessing the severity.

September 11, 6:31pm:
A male high school teacher of Davenport, Florida was asked a question on how he and his family were sheltered 
throughout the hurricane impact. He responded with:
“Imagine a freight train coming by your house really, really fast.”

He was then asked what he felt, alongside his family:
“I felt helpless. It was like being in a haunted house, but I’d be less scared being in a real haunted house.”

September 11,  5:12pm:
A 62 year old man died in Worth County, Georgia when he was on his roof  while experiencing 69 mph wind gusts.

Another man discovered dead after a tree split the man’s house in half.

September 11, 5:39pm:
A dolphin was found washed up on a front lawn in Marco Island. Bruce Kretshmer and a group of friends took the 
dolphin to a shelter and eventually released it in the water.



Why Teachers Matter
Matthew Schenider

It has been known that school’s main purpose is to prepare us for the future. Teachers are a crucial part of this.

Moreover, the people who help us learn have to do it right. Through interviewing students and teachers at Booker T. 
and including research from various sources, I was able to target 5 things every teacher should be able to do. The first 
thing is that the teacher should also have a love for education, so they can share it with his or her class and make a 
positive classroom environment. According to the Association of Teaching, “(He) inspires students with his passion for 
education and for the course material. He constantly renews himself as a professional on his quest to provide students 
with the highest quality of education possible.” This means that teachers should enjoy what they do while teaching 
others. If they have a “I hate this” attitude, their kids will have a “I hate this” attitude. 

Also, the teacher must make a sense of community in their classroom. According to the New York Times Magazine, 
“In this small community, there are rules to follow and jobs to be done and each student is aware that he or she is an 
important, integral part of the group. A great teacher lets students know that they can depend not only on her, but also 
on the entire class.” This means that teachers should have order and meaning to everything done in her classroom. 
Let’s hear some other people’s opinions!

Thomas Mintzberg 6th Grade: “They should be nice, a medium amount of homework.”

Ms. Samay, Math and French to 7th and 8th Grade: “Be able to shape their lessons to that specific group of 
students they are teaching.”

Ms McGovern, 6th Grade Humanities: “The kids must love them, because that’s when we know we are doing our 
job right.”

Amanda Plaxe, 6th Grade: “We must be interested and involved, or we won’t learn anything.”
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Dakota Access Pipelines
Elizabeth Newman

What is the Dakota Access Pipeline?
You have most likely heard of the Dakota Access Pipeline, but may not necessarily know what it is about or 
know how it ended. 

A pipeline is an underground pipe that is typically used for transporting oil.; this one was supposed to 
transfer crude oil from the Bakken oil fields to Illinois. The Pipeline was first announced to the public in 
June of 2014. Three years later, the pipeline was commercially transporting oil. Part of why it took so long 
was because the Pipeline was going near sacred ground of the Standing Rock Sioux. They did not want it 
going through their ground, and they didn’t want the oil polluting their water and farms. They protested 
against this, which is part of why it took so long. 

Why Was There Problems?
One issue about the oil is that unlike most oil, the oil is denser than water, which means that it sinks when 
meeting water. This is an issue because if it spills, and it could, it would sink when meeting water, which 
would make it practically impossible to dispose of. 

The oil could seriously damage the drinking water of the Sioux since it runs so close to the reservation and 
water source (Lake Oahe). Officials do know about this, since it was originally not supposed to go on this 
path, and go under the Missouri River, but they decided to change that partially because it could affect the 
water and be dangerous. Even though this does seem a little heartless, it does affect less people this way, and 
there were other factors of why it was moved. 

Another reason why the DAPL is so controversial is that the pipe disrupted the burial ground and other 
sacred grounds of the Sioux. The Sioux and their supporters say that this is disrespectful, and unfair to the 
Sioux. The reservations they are on are not luxurious, and the oil makes it worse. This could also damage 
their farmland and affect their crops negatively. 

What Were the Reactions of People?
While protesting the pipeline, people doing so were attacked with tear gas, rubber bullets and got sprayed 
with fire hoses because the officers say protesters assaulted the officers using rocks and burning logs. This 
happened in November of 2016.

President Trump gave the okay to do so, claiming that, “We opened it despite so many people that were on 
the other side, calling and asking for this not to happen -- 'Please, we don't want to it to happen.’…I said 
'Why?’... ‘They didn't know.” However, the ‘other side’ did have reasons. Environmental reasons and 
spiritual reasons (e.g. water supply could be damaged, it could ruin spiritual land). 

Just on October 11, it was ruled that the pipeline could continue, though there is a study that will be 
completed on the effect of the health on the Standing rock Sioux. 

The Dakota Access Pipeline should not be forgotten about, or thought of a thing of the past. It is current, and 
we should continue to voice our opinions.



Ms. Weinreb Interview
Sia Jumani

This year at Booker T. we have a new 6th grade math teacher…..
Ms. Weinreb! Ms. Weinreb has been teaching for 4 years, in 4 schools. She heard from Ms. Johnson (a 7th grade math 
teacher) how awesome Booker T. was and decide to come work here! This is her 1st year teaching 6th grade and in the 
past she has taught 7th through 12th grade. Ms. Weinreb has loved math all her life and she always studied hard but 
didn’t enjoy other subjects as much as math. She loved math because it had a right or wrong answer and it involved 
problem solving as well.

“ I’ve wanted to be a math teacher since I was 5 years old. I used to pretend to teach my dolls. Also at a young age 
while my friends bought coloring books, I would buy math books,” she says. Her goal is to make her students love 
math as much as her. Ms. Weinreb was influenced by two of her own teachers to become a teacher. Her 7th grade math 
teacher, Ms.Steinberg, and her 11th grade math teacher, Ms.Breen. She loved Ms.Steinberg’s energy in the classroom 
and how organized and caring Ms.Breen was. As Ms.Weinreb’s student I can tell you she’s both. 

Ms.Weinreb has lived in New York her whole life. She grew up in Westchester, went to college in Schenectady (near 
Albany) and now she has lived in Manhattan for over 3 years. She is a wonderful teacher and we are so lucky to have 
her here at Booker T. for the 2017 - 2018 school year.
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